
 

 

 

 

 

Report No:  64-21 

Agenda Item No: 11 

Committee: Full Council  

Date: 25th August 2021  

Title: Martello Toilets Project 
 

By: Adam Chugg, Town Clerk 

Purpose of Report: To update Full Council on the work of the architects 
and enable Full Counci to approve plans for 
submission to Lottery and also Lewes District 
Council for planning permission. 

 

Recommendations 

Full Council is recommended: 

 
1. To note the report. 

2. To approve the presented plans as the design to take forward for re-

building the Martello Toilets with Changing Places facility, noting that 

work will continue with councillors, officers and the consultant to take the 

project forwards. 

3. To approve these plans for submission to the National Lottery for part of 

the funds for the project. 

4. To approve these plans for submission to Lewes District Council for 

planning permission. 

 

1. Context 

1.1 The Town Council is aware of the need to re-build the Martello Toilets, and 

work to take this forward has proceeded over a number of years. 

1.2 The project also provides an opportunity to provide the only publicly 

accessible Changing Places facility in Seaford. 



 

 

1.3 In 2017, a design was approved, and in 2019 an application made to 

National Lottery to provide part of the funding for the work. The Town 

Council itself is also able to provide some funding for this work. 

1.4 Lottery application considerations and other work was put on hold by the 

Covid-19 pandemic. 

1.5 New architects ABIR saw off stiff competition to become the new architects 

for the project in June 2021, with their work being led by Giles Ings, RIBA. 

1.6 ABIR has reviewed the brief and presented an updated version to 

councillors at a briefing on 19th August 2021. 

1.7 Once updated plans are agreed by Full Council, submissions will be made 

to Lottery for part of the funding, and also to Lewes District Council for the 

necessary planning permissions. 

1.8 Following the briefing session and review of plans, the recommendations 

with this report acknowledge the possibility of further minor works on the 

plans to be carried out by officers and the architect, with councillors. 

2. Key Changes 

2.1 The architect’s amendments to the plans are summarised below. 

2.2 Toilets 

(a) Instead of 4 x single cubicles, 1 x accessible toilet (Disability 

Discrimination Act compliant toilet) and 1 x baby change toilet, the 

architect has suggested 1 x accessible toilet, 1x ambulant disabled 

toilet, 2 x baby change toilets and 3 x single cubicle toilets. As all the 

toilets apart from the Changing Places toilet are open for public use, 

this gives the facility one additional toilet. 

(b) The entry points of the toilets are now around the back, side and front 

of the building, making them more accessible. 

(c) The Changing Places toilet is moved to the rear of the building making 

it more accessible from the road. 

2.3 Concession 

(a) Due to the limited size of the footprint, it is suggested there is just one 

concession with a reasonable size seating area, which will provide 

better facilities for both public and concession holder.  The existing 

Martello Kiosk concession can still trade meaning the Town Council 

will still receive income from two concessions. 



 

 

(b) The seating area is now wider and more accessible. The new layout is 

the full width of the building meaning it will be lighter, will have better 

natural ventilation and a larger seating area. 

(c) The sliding doors mean the south-west corner can be completely 

opened up in the summer. 

2.4 Kitchen 

(a) This will be slightly larger than the original design and will have plenty 

of space in the ceiling void above for extraction and air source 

heating, maximising the range of food offers possible from concession 

holders who can take on the space. 

2.5 Gender Neutral Toilets 

(a) ABIR’s advice is that these are now the industry norm.  

3. Detailed Plans 

3.1 The presentation from ABIR is shown at Appendix A. 

4. Financial Appraisal. 

4.1 Plans being presented are within the budgeted amounts previously set 

aside and agreed for this project. This means that, although these costs are 

going to be significant, no new additional spending is required at this stage. 

5.  Contact Officer 

5.1 The Contact Officer for this report is Adam Chugg, Town Clerk. 

Town Clerk  
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1.02 Existing Elevations
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3.00 Proposed Drawings
3.01 Proposed Site / Ground Floor Plan

ABIR Architects Martello Tower Cafe and Toilets, Seaford

EXISTING DECKED SEATING/DINING AREA

MARTELLO CAFE

SHINGLE BEACH

crash barrier

G
la

ze
d 

S
lid

in
g 

D
oo

rs

Servery

Bench

W/C

Ambulent
W/C

Baby
Changing

W/C

Baby
Changing

W/C

Changing
Places

W/C

Kitchen

Cafe

Store

Glazed Sliding Doors

W/C

High Level Void

Line of Roof OverhangLine of Brise Soleil Overhang

A A

Store

Disabled
W/C

Services

W/C
Recessed Hose
Reel Housing

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

scale in metres 1:50
A 04/08/21 Feasibility design Option 2 removed and other minor amendments GIRB

amendments
rev. date comment chkd.auth.

revision

riba work stage

project

client drawing number

drawing title

checked by scale/original sheet sizedrawn by date

www.abir.co.uk studio@abirarchitects.co.uk
Unit 1, Beta House, St John’s Road, Hove, BN3 2FX, United Kingdom
Hove +44 (0)1273 724 384
Company No 06877117  VAT No 971 4147 17

ABIR architects

© ABIR Architects Ltd. Check all dimensions on site before work is undertaken. All
goods, materials and workmanship to conform with current building regulations,
BSS and COP's.

Chartered Practice

Seaford Town Council

Martello Cafe and Public Toilets
Esplanade, Seaford
BN25 1JH

0639.FEA.001

Proposed Ground Floor Plan

Feasibility

July '21 1:50 @ A1

A

RB GI 2

Ground Floor Plan   1:50

n

male facilities female facilities

storage
room

storage
room

m/hm/hm/hm/hm/h

water inletwater inlet
rwp/gulleyrwp/gulley

EXISTING DECKED SEATING/DINING AREA

PROMENADE WALK WAY

MARTELLO CAFE

MARTELLO PUBLIC TOILETS

ESPLANADE

SHINGLE BEACH

pavement

crash barrier

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

scale in metres 1:50
- - - --

amendments
rev. date comment chkd.auth.

revision

riba work stage

project

client drawing number

drawing title

checked by scale/original sheet sizedrawn by date

www.abir.co.uk studio@abirarchitects.co.uk
Unit 1, Beta House, St John’s Road, Hove, BN3 2FX, United Kingdom
Hove +44 (0)1273 724 384
Company No 06877117  VAT No 971 4147 17

ABIR architects

© ABIR Architects Ltd. Check all dimensions on site before work is undertaken. All
goods, materials and workmanship to conform with current building regulations,
BSS and COP's.

Chartered Practice

Seaford Town Council

Martello Cafe and Public Toilets
Esplanade, Seaford
BN

0639.EXG.001

Existing Ground / Site Plan

Measured Survey

July '21 1:50 @ A1

_

Others/M.B G.I MS

Ground Floor / Site Plan   1:50

n



5

3.02 Proposed South Elevation
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