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Civic Awards Policy
 

1. Introduction

Seaford Town Council has a scheme for providing civic awards for members of the community who have made their mark on Seaford; whether this be working selflessly for others in the community, bringing credit or positivity to the town, going above and beyond their duties (whether voluntary or paid) or displaying great bravery in the face of adversity.
Civic awards are provided through three channels; 

i. the Mayor’s Awards
ii. the Young Mayor’s Awards

iii. the Don Mabey Award

Individuals will only be able to receive any of the above awards once. 
New award channels or one-off awards outside of the above will be considered and agreed by Full Council. 
The Mayor of Seaford may also consider presenting Highly Commended Certificates as appropriate during their mayoral year. 
2. Mayor’s and Young Mayor’s Awards

Each year the Mayor and Young Mayor will be asked to give thought to the civic awards; whether they will assign categories, how many they will award and the process for nominations. A budget is agreed by the Town Council annually for both sets of awards.
The Mayor and Young Mayor may opt to choose their own recipients or open up the award scheme for nominations from the public. Town Council officers will give guidance and support with either approach.
Nominations for awardees must however reflect the Town Council’s code of conduct and practices; awardees based solely on political or religious roles, for example, will therefore not be allowed unless a benefit to the community also outside of their ‘group’ can be evidenced. 

Nominations for Young Mayor’s Awards will either be a young person under the age of 21 or have made a significant contribution to the youth service provision within the town.

The civic awards will be presented at the Annual Town Forum; usually held in April each year. 

3. The Don Mabey Award
The Don Mabey Award was introduced in 2014 in memory of Don Mabey MBE, who was a Freeman of the Town and known to many for all the work he did in and around the town and its organisations. 
The Don Mabey Award is awarded to individuals who have gone above and beyond with their services to the town and its residents.

The Mayor chooses the recipient for the Don Mabey Award each year and this is awarded at the Annual Town Forum.
4. Highly Commended Certificates
The Mayor may consider the presentation of Highly Commended Certificates at appropriate times during their mayoral year. 
The Highly Commended Certificates enable the Mayor to recognise members of the public or organisations after an act of kindness or bravery in a timely manner, rather than waiting until the Annual Town Forum.

A person/organisation receiving a Highly Commended Certificate is still able to be nominated to receive a Mayor’s Award, Young Mayor’s Award or Don Mabey Award. 
5. Nominations

Awards – 

Members of the public can submit a nomination for someone to receive a civic award by email or writing to the Town Council, clearly stating why they think that person should receive an award. Nominations should be submitted by 1st March at the latest for consideration for that year’s civic awards.

There is no guarantee of an award as a result of a public nomination but due consideration will be given to all nominations received. Nominations will be reviewed by the Mayor in consultation with relevant Town Council officers; the person making the nomination will be informed of the decision before the date of the Annual Town Forum. 
Highly Commended Certificates – 

Members of the public can submit a nomination for someone to receive a Highly Commended Certificate by email or writing to the Town Council, clearly stating why they think that person should receive recognition. 

The Mayor will consider nominations, and if accepted will make arrangements with relevant Town Council officers to make the presentation. 
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