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Please note – 
The action / implementation plan to support the delivery of this Climate Emergency Policy will be considered by the Climate Change Sub-Committee at the next meeting of the Sub-Committee.
Climate Emergency Policy
Seaford Town Council declared a Climate Emergency in 2020. 

Subsequently, a key strategic aim for Seaford Town Council is to help create a sustainable Seaford, resilient to the effects of climate change.

This Climate Emergency Policy has been designed to help Seaford Town Council both reduce its contributions to climate change and increase its resilience to the effects of climate change, and where possible extend these benefits to the town of Seaford more widely. 
Seaford Town Council aims to include consideration of the environment and its impact on Climate Change in all its activities, plans and decisions. 
An important part of achieving the Town Council’s ambitions will involve working in partnership with community groups to secure Seaford’s best future. It is hoped that the actions which Seaford Town Council takes will serve to inspire and encourage residents to make their own positive changes in moving towards a more sustainable lifestyle.

To achieve a meaningful result, it will:
1. Ensure the Town Council’s operations have the lowest environmental impact as reasonably possible. 

2. Actively research and apply current best practices which are proven to be effective in reducing its carbon footprint. 

3. Collaborate with other local authorities, organisations, and partners as appropriate and input into consultations which have bearing on the climate resilience of Seaford.

4. Participate in knowledge sharing with other stakeholders to keep abreast of new evidence, technology and methods which may aid achieving our aims.

5. Instigate environmentally sustainable initiatives and projects. 

6. Generate its own energy from renewable sources where possible. 

7. Continue to improve performance to prevent all types of pollution from our activities, including greenhouse gases. 

8. Minimise the production of waste from our own activities and adhere to the principles of the waste hierarchy - reducing, reusing, recycling or composting wherever possible.

9. Work closely with our suppliers and contractors to reduce the social and environmental impact of goods and services by considering such issues as carbon footprint, single use plastics, and fairtrade goods. 

10. Use products and materials efficiently and purchase goods that, wherever possible, have a minimal environmental impact in the extraction or sourcing of materials, manufacture, use and disposal.

11. Encourage use of low-emissions transport options both in public and shared transport and active travel, for health as well as the positive environmental benefits. Continue to develop safe walking, cycling and mobility scooter routes and promote cycling, scootering and walking around the town.
12. Work with organisations who support the health and wellbeing of the people of Seaford through the provision of information, to include the promotion of home energy efficiency measures, to keep people warm and well, in addition to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

13. Protect, conserve and enhance the town’s natural environment and its biodiversity whilst improving our open spaces, public rights of way and green corridors.

14. Protect, conserve and enhance the town’s built environment and distinctive heritage by ensuring that any development is as sustainable as reasonably practicable, with sufficient infrastructure to support it and that all development meets the highest environmental standards.

The initial review will take place, by the Climate Change Sub-Committee, 12 months after the policy became live i.e. around 30th June 2025.
Glossary

	Term
	Definition

	Carbon footprint
	The amount of carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions attributable to an entity or activity. Used here to mean the amount of CO2 emissions from Seaford as a town or Seaford Town Council-responsible CO2 emissions. This measure can also include the emissions of other greenhouse gases, often measured in “CO2-equivalent or CO2e”.

	Climate change
	Climate is an average of weather conditions over a long period of time and can apply to regions or the whole world. Climate fluctuates over the very long term according to several known natural reasons. The term climate change is used here to refer to current climate fluctuations including the components which are uncharacteristic for the natural world, and has been shown to be driven by human activities. 

	Climate Emergency
	A situation in which urgent action is required to reduce or halt climate change and avoid potentially irreversible environmental damage resulting from it. (Oxford English Dictionary, 2019 Word of the Year).
As well as the UK Parliament in 2019, many authorities have declared a Climate Emergency in recognition that humanity is in a state of climate crisis, and to provide an impetus for local councils to act in the best interests of their residents in becoming resilient to the effects of climate change. 

Seaford Town Council Declares Climate Emergency 


	Climate resilience
	Climate resilience is about successfully coping with and managing the impacts of climate change whilst taking action to prevent those impacts from getting worse. There are two strands to climate resilience: tackling the root causes of climate change (mitigation), and living better with the effects of climate change (adaptation). 

	Green corridors
	Green corridors are strips of vegetated land which act as connections in providing habitat for local wildlife to exist in urban environments. They also often have health & wellbeing benefits for residents. 

	Greenhouse gases
	These are gases which exist in the Earth’s atmosphere and trap heat. A higher concentration of greenhouse gases causes the Earth’s overall temperature to rise, like the effect of a greenhouse keeping in heat. The most potent greenhouse gas is methane. Carbon dioxide is another key greenhouse gas as well as nitrous oxide and ozone, amongst others. 

	Sustainable
	A development which meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. (United Nations World Commission on Environment and Development, 1987) 
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