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Member’s Allowance Policy
Basic Allowance
The introduction of The Local Authorities (Members’ Allowances) (England) Regulations 2003 gave town and parish councils the ability to pay an allowance to local councillors in order to recognise the time and effort they put into their council duties. There is however no obligation to pay such allowances.

It is the policy of Seaford Town Council not to pay its elected members a basic annual allowance under the powers of the above regulations.
Members Travel Expenses
The Local Authorities (Members’ Allowance) (England) Regulations 2003 state that a council can provide a travel allowance to be paid for:

1. A meeting of the authority;
2. A meeting of some other body to which the authority make appointments or nominations;

3. A meeting of a committee or sub-committee of a body to which the authority make appointments or nominations;

4. A meeting which has both been authorised by the authority, a committee, or sub-committee of the authority or a joint committee of the authority and one or more other authorities, or a sub-committee of a joint committee and to which the representatives of more than one political group have been invited (if the authority if divided into several political groups) or to which two or more councillors have been invited (if the authority if not divided into political groups);

5. A meeting of a local authority association of which the authority is a member;

6. Duties undertaken on behalf of the authority in pursuance of any standing order requiring a member or members to be present while tender documents are opened

7. Duties undertaken on behalf of the authority in connection with the discharge of any function of the authority conferred by or under any enactment and empowering or requiring the authority to inspect or authorise the inspection of premises

8. Duties undertaken on behalf of the authority in connection with arrangements made by the authority for the attendance of pupils at a school approved for the purposes of section 342 of the Education Act 1996

9. Any other duty approved by the authority in connection with discharging the duties of the authority or its committees or sub-committees.

In accordance with HM Revenue & Customs rates, it is the policy of Seaford Town Council that its members are entitled to claim back travel and mileage expenses at the following rates:

Cars: 45p/pm for the first 10,000 business miles in the tax year, 25p/pm thereafter
Motorbikes: 24p/pm for the first 10,000 business miles in the tax year, 24p/pm thereafter
Bicycles: 20p/pm for the first 10,000 business miles in the tax year, 20p/pm thereafter

A mileage claim form must be completed and submitted to the Town Clerk, along with supporting documentation, for authorisation before payment is made. Travel expenses may not be claimed for travel within the town boundaries. Travel expenses may be claimed for use of public transport and/or accommodation where the most reasonable price has been sourced and upon receipts being produced.
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